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A “useful sociologist”?
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“Fears and hopes of the Internet”: 120 drawings collected; ongoing study



Fears: from a central threat to a continuum of threats



Fears: from a central threat to a “threat continuum”



Fears: from a central threat to a continuum of threats



Fears: from a central threat to a continuum of threats



YES, BUT…



DECENTRALIZATION MATTERS!



An “ideal Internet” looks like…
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An “ideal Internet” looks like…



Migrations to the Fediverse… not so new!



Waves of migrations: from marginalized users…



…to European
public sector



A “federated sovereignty”?

“From a geopolitical perspective, the risk 
for decentralized countries in Europe 
comes from large, centralized authoritarian 
superpowers. A decentralized 
communication system is therefore 
necessary to enable coordination while 
maintaining sovereignty, and to compete 
with a centralized top-down approach 
mandated by competition” (Matthew 
Hodgson, interview, March 1, 2025)



But what about that old debate?



Source: Attaallah, Khan, 2021



Availability 



Resilience is key

● When nothing works, people fall back to unsecure alternatives (see 
Ermoshina, Musiani, 2024)

● Infrastructural dependencies of centralizes solutions may lead to fails in 
critical situations





Local and regional shutdowns, new throttling practices



Iran, 2025



From labs to forests and streets



Decentralization means a lot of things

● Infrastructural decentralization → growing local
● Social decentralization → not dependent on “charismatic leaders” (e.g. 

Monsieur Pavel Du Rove)
● Users identities are decentralized
● Financial decentralization → going away from US fundings
● Some centralized apps are also decentralized in a weird way (e.g. Signal 

depending on multitude cloud providers)


